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I was surprised to hear that the oldest living person in the
world had been born a mere 15 minutes away from my house.
It sent me on a hunt for backup data and a fascinating tour of
some great web sites and books to verify this fact. The recent
deaths of some nonagenarian celebrities piqued my interest as
well.

From the 2002 Guinness Book of World Records for the
Category “Longevity Records,” pp. 18, 19  (Guinness World
Records, Ltd.; Industria Grafica, SA; Barcelona, SPAIN; 2002):

“Mrs. Maude (Davis) Ferris-Luse (neé Davis) born on Janu-
ary 21, 1887 in Morley, Michigan now at age 114 is currently
the world’s oldest living person whose date-of-birth can be fully

authenticated.”
This record maker passed away on March 18, 2002 in

Coldwater, MI according to your Editor’s local news.
Guinness  went on to say that: “The greatest fully-authen-

ticated age to which any human has ever lived is 122 years 164
days by Madam Jeanne Louise Calment of France. She was
born on February 21, 1875 and died on August 4, 1997. Cente-
narians surviving beyond age 114 is an extremely rare occur-
rence. It is thought that only one 115-year life can be expected
per 2.1 billion persons.”

From the Gerontology Research Group (grg.org) I gleened
the following information about Maud Ferris-Luse: Born in

LONGEVITY  and NEPTUNE
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Morley, Mecosta County, Michigan on January 21, 1887, Maud
could remember moving to Indiana in a horse-drawn wagon in
the early 1890’s. In 1903, Maud married Jason Farris (or Ferris),
a farmer in Angola, IN. They moved to Coldwater, Michigan
sometime before 1930. Jason and Maud had seven children.
She outlived all but one. After Jason died in 1951, she married
Walter Luse. He died three years later. (Note for researchers:
the family members are split on the spelling issue and use both
Farris and Ferris.) The Washington Post reported that: “ She
had worked as a factory clerk, hotel maid, baker, and restaurant
cook before retiring in her 70’s. She lived alone and cared for
herself until she broke her hip in a 1991 fall at her house and
moved to a nursing home in Coldwater.”

So, who is now the oldest officially acknowledged and
properly authenticated  person? As reported on March 21, 2002
by the Associated Press: “ Mrs. Kamato Hongo, age 114, is
now The World’s Oldest Known Living Person,” the Guinness
Book of Records tells the Associated Press. “Mrs. Hongo, born

September 16, 1887, inherited the title this week after the death
of 115-year-old Maud Farris-Luse. The new record holder cred-
its her longevity with avoiding stress, her love of traditional
Japanese dancing, and downing a few shots of stiff sake every
now and then.”

Anyone who has read the Magi Society books  may have
noted that they have performed extensive research and con-
sider Neptune the planet of longevity. Specifically associated
with longevity are contacts between Neptune and Chiron or
Jupiter, in aspect via a parallel, contraparallel, quincunx, trine,
or conjunction. Using these criteria I tested the charts, and found
that  these aged ladies had at least one of these aspects.

Maud Ferris-Luse had the parallel of Chiron and Neptune
within .3 minutes of orb, ( these charts were cast as untimed
births and set for noon E.S.T.and NY coordinates).

Ferris-Luse and Calment had supportive trines in longi-
tude to their Suns, which may have been notable, but Hongo’s
chart,  and other charts examined, did not.
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Running across a reliable website that listed the opening
dates of Gilbert and Sullivan’s musicals, just for fun I tested
the charts of their most famous still staged operettas, as  these
could be considered  good examples of longevity: H.M.S. Pin-
afore, May 25, 1878, Pirates of Penzance, April 3, 1880, and
the Mikado, March 14, 1885. All of these charts had Chiron/
Neptune parallels.

Someone who was famous for her art work as well as age
was Grandma Moses who lived to be 101. Born September  7,
1860 according to the  Encyclopedia Britanica, this famous
American primitive artist had Venus trining Neptune in her chart.
That is another Neptunian aspect to consider  in this case as
Venus and Jupiter are parallel (the || draws in Jupiter, which is
in 135 aspect to Neptune).

In my collection of charts is a non-celebrity relative who
lived to within weeks of her 100th birthday and was born March
14, 1901. This birthdate has Jupiter and Neptune in
contraparallel.

The Queen Mother was born Elizabeth Bowes-Lyon on
Aug. 4, 1900. On March 30, 2002 the matriarch of the royal
family died at 3:15 p.m. (10:15 a.m. EST), according to a Pal-
ace spokesman. Her death came mere weeks after the loss of
Princess Margaret, at age 71.

The Queen Mother lived to the age of 101, and her chart
shows a link (an inconjunct) between Neptune and Jupiter within
3 degrees of longitude.

From Sandy Rozhon’s www.zodiacal.com the following
added information was gathered: The birth time is speculatively
11:31 AM GMT Hertfordshire, England, (but not used in the
chart illustration). Important dates:

- 26 April 1923 Marriage to George VI
- 10 December 1936 Edward VIII abdicated and her hus-

band became King, representing an unexpected change in sta-
tus according to Rozhon. (However, some of the press noted
that the Queen Mother lobbied  against the scandalous mar-
riage of Edward VIII, so perhaps this wasn’t all that unex-

Charts created using
MagiSoft software and a
Babylonian Astrological Chart
as they best illustrate the lon-
gitudes and declinations in one
wheel. Charts used with per-
mission of the Magi Society.

www.magiastrology.com
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pected?)
- 6 February 1952 George VI’s death
Although much loved by the British public, according to

some sources the Queen Mother supported the wrong side pre-
vious to WWII (but this was politely overlooked).

One of the other aspects noted  in examples of longevity
according to the Magi Society is Sun  in aspect to Neptune, and
that can be  seen in the charts of George Burns, Irving Berlin
and Bob Hope, all famous centenarians.

So far,  Neptune in aspect with Venus, Sun, Jupiter or Chiron
via a trine, inconjunct, conjunction, parallel or contraparallel
appears to be present in birthcharts of those attaining  great
age. To date, the only exception I have found in a small study
of 50 charts is author Phyllis Whitney, born Sept. 9, 1903, an
unverified birthdate, sans birthtime, that came from her website.

More research is needed and more timed charts are re-
quired to fine tune this premise. But it certainly appears Nep-
tune is associated with longevity.

DATA MINING

There is a Neptune parallel Jupiter  in Billy Wilder’s  chart.
Wilder was born 22 June 1906, in Sucha, Austria-Hungary (now
in Poland). He left Poland in 1933 when Hitler came to power,
went to Paris for a short while, then headed to the US where the
rest, as they say, is history.  The immensely talented Wilder
passed away March 27, 2002 in Beverly Hills, California at
age 95.

As screen writer, producer, or director Billy Wilder brought
to film such works as Stalag 17, Some Like it Hot, Irma La
Douce, Double Indemnity, The Seven Year Itch, The Lost Week-
end, (Oscars for Best Picture, Director and Screenplay)  Sunset
Boulevard  (Oscars for Best Screenplay), and  The Apartment
(which won him Best Picture and Director Oscars).

He is quoted as saying: “Anyone who doesn’t believe in
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miracles isn’t a realist.”
Milton Berle,   July 12, 1908 - March 27, 2002, had the

Sun parallel Neptune, another longevity indicator according to
the Magi Society.

Known as “Uncle Miltie” and  “Mr. Television,” Berle was
a child actor in the days of silent films who went on to vaude-
ville and then a career in broadcasting and radio.

Continuing  the subject of royalty, the often controversial
Princess Margaret was born Margaret Rose on August 21,
1930, at Glamis Castle in Scotland, the ancestral home of her
mother’s family. The London Times provides a birth time of
9:22 PM BST.  She passed away February 9 2002.

Researchers may want to check  the transits of Queen Eliza-
beth who has recently sustained several family losses. Born
April 21 1926, 2:40 AM BST, London, England.  This data
comes also from a London Times birth announcement as posted

at www.zodiacal.com. She married Prince Phillip of Greece on
November 27, 1947 and her coronation was held on June 2,
1953 at 12:30 P.M.

This article was first published in ISAR’s The International
Astrologer, Spring 2002.


